Access Management
South Dakota’s Commitment to Safety
and Smart Investment Decisions in
Transportation

What is Access Management?
Access Management is the process of providing highway entrances only at locations where they
can be provided safely and efficiently.
Consider that each access point added to an undivided highway in an urban or suburban area
increases the annual crash rate by 11 to 18 percent on that highway segment. In rural areas,
each added access point increases the annual crash rate by 7 percent. Overall, driveway-access
crashes alone cost South Dakota approximately $36.5 million each year.
Each additional access point also contributes to congestion. The more driveways on a street the
more places where people are slowing, changing lanes and turning. A five-lane street can quickly
become a parking lot when there are many driveways in each block. When that happens, our
valuable transportation investments are wasted and access to adjacent businesses is restricted.
Controlled access facilities are segments of highway where either no access or only limited
access to the highway is allowed. Interstate highways are an example of controlled access
facilities where no access to the highway is allowed.
Good access depends on the following:
 Limiting the number of conflict points (places where there is a potential for crashes)
 Separating conflict areas
 Reducing interference with through traffic
 Providing good on-site circulation and storage
 Properly spaced traffic signals
How does Access Management affect businesses?
Studies have shown that access management can provide three benefits to businesses adjacent
to highways:
 Making sure that drivers can get in and out of businesses without being blocked by other traffic
 Making the highway more attractive by reducing congestion
 Extending the business’ effective service area by reducing travel times
These benefits come not from having many driveways, but by having well-planned, well-located,
high-capacity access points on the highway.
Even skeptical business owners have found that proper access management results in an
improved business climate, as customers can easily get in and out of their business
establishment.
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